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Refugee Week in Nottingham is an act of welcome, a gesture of solidarity, and a 
shared celebration. It exists both to raise awareness of the reasons why people are 
forced to seek refuge – persecution, war, famine, abuse, poverty and civil conflict - 
and also to celebrate through exhibitions, library and community workshops, family 
and children’s projects, music events, a theatre production, public meetings and a 
film festival, the contributions made by refugees and asylum seekers to the 
economic, cultural and social life of the city. 

This country has a long tradition of hosting and offering sanctuary to people 
displaced from their homes and forced to take flight, and Nottingham, with its 
diverse and dynamic population, is proud to be associated with this tradition. 

The Week is designed as an act of solidarity that cuts across the boundaries of 
place, culture and language by challenging the myths and stereotypes that 
misrepresent refugees and asylum seekers.  The number of refugees and 
displaced people in the world is increasing again, with a million or more in Europe, 
and the tragic nature of this displacement has been brought home by the poverty, 
hunger, and distress in Calais and Dunkirk, the desperate situation in Greece and 
Central Europe, and the recent drownings in the Mediterranean.
FRIDAY, 17 June
World FoodNight (Arimathea Trust) 7-10pm
Venue: All Souls Community Centre, Ilkeston Road, 
NG7 2HT

Enjoy a range of dishes from around the world prepared by 
Nottingham Arimathea Trust's residents and volunteers. There 
will be music and entertainment as well as a raffle to raise 
money for Arimathea Trust. Takeaway food will be available for 
those practising Ramadan.
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films and the Five 
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LAUNCH OF REFUGEE WEEK

JOURNEY INTO EUROPE:
 ISLAM, 

IMMIGRATION, 
AND IDENTITY

Saturday, 18 June
1-4pm: Drop-in 
Venue: Nottingham Contemporary, Weekday Cross, Nottingham, NG1 2GB
Join us in celebrating the Launch of Refugee Week 2016. With a DJ and live music 
performances from Iranian British fusion group Arian Band ft and WARIKO, invited 
speakers, international food tasting, free creative activities for all ages and information stalls 
including: Morton Hall Detainees Visitor Support Group; Movement for Justice; British Red 
Cross; Himmah; Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum;Sustrans; Nottingham 
Playhouse; Nottingham City Library Service; Nottingham Arimathea Trust; Refugee Futures 
and others.

Sunday, 19 June 6.30-9pm: Film (Journey into Europe) and Debate
‘Muslim Refugees in Europe’, with Sam Saima Salim (Sky Channel and Noor TV presenter), 
Prof. Peter Morey (‘Framing Muslims’) and Sajid Mohammed (Himmah) followed by food at 
sunset. 
Venue: Refugee Forum, 33a Hungerhill Road, Nottingham, NG3 4NB.

Europe today confronts complicated and 
controversial issues surrounding its Muslim 
population including Sharia law, terrorism, the 
building of mosques, female dress, and the 
pressures of immigration and multiculturalism. 
Akbar Ahmed, the world renowned Muslim 
anthropologist, is now embarking on a new study 
of Islam in Europe which will take him and his 
international team across the continent. Journey 
intoEurope is a film linked to the fourth part of an 
unprecedented quartet of award-winning books 
exploring relations between the West and the 
world of Islam after 9/11. 



Monday, 20 June
6pm: Film  (Hope [2015; France, 86 min.15]). 
Admission charge but free to refugees 
Venue: Broadway Cinema, 14-18 Broad St, Nottingham NG1 3AL

Tuesday, 21 June
1-2pm: Live at Lunch World Music concert with Can’t Stop Won’t Stop ensemble. 
Venue: Theatre Royal Dress Circle,Theatre Square, Nottingham NG1 5ND

8pm: Theatre production
Venue: Neville Studio, Nottingham Playhouse, 
Wellington Circus, Nottingham NG1 5AF. 
Admission free - But book through Box Office: 
0115 947 4361 

#RefugeesWelcome 

7pm: Public Meeting: Amy Manktelow, Nottingham Trent University
Venue: Five Leaves Bookshop, 14a, Long Row W, Nottingham NG1 2DH
‘The current political landscape and the refugee ‘crisis’: a commentary from the Left’. This 
will be co-presented with a representative from the Women’s Cultural Exchange (WCE) 
.Followed by Q&A, readings, and an informal ‘world food’ buffet. Tickets are £5 and all 
proceeds will go to the Women’s Cultural Exchange.

6pm: Tasty Tuesday (Mongolian) Food Night: (Sponsored  by British Red Cross)
Venue: Thomas Helwys Baptist Church, Church St. Lenton. 

In 2015 over one million migrants and refugees crossed into Europe, creating a debate across 
the EU, in government, in the media, and amongst society, over how best to cope with the 
resettlement of people. #RefugeesWelcome has been devised in response to the narrative of 
the refugee crisis in the media. This funny, poignant and sometimes heart-breaking play will 
tell the stories of refugees and asylum seekers and address the solutions offered by the EU 
members during this period of mass migration. 
The refugee crisis asks urgent questions of us all. 
Is this more a crisis of humanity? Could we do more to help? Are refugees really welcome? 
Production by Rebecca Winfield - Supported by Nottingham Playhouse Participation Team

Hope, is a lone young Nigerian woman who 
attaches herself to a group of male 
Cameroonians heading north across arduous 
and dangerous desert terrain. During a 
nightmarish journey, she is humiliated and raped 
by her fellow travellers, but she is rescued and 
subsequently protected by Leonard, who 
accompanies her to the bleak migrant ghettos 
set up on the urban fringes of Tamanrasset, 
Algeria – a complex, corruption-riddled 
underworld divided along national lines, with 
each community ruled by its own unofficial 
government. 
migrants discovered by the director while researching the ghettos of Rabat.

Both main actors, and the entire non-professional cast, are real-life 



Wednesday, 22 June
6.30pm: Film: (The Shelter (L’Abri) [2014,Switzerland;101 min.15])
Venue: Nottingham Contemporary, Weekday Cross, Nottingham, NG1 2GB

This is the final part of a powerful trilogy on the migrant 
experience by the award-winning documentary director, 
Fernand Melgar, renowned for his forceful investigations into 
the injustices of Swiss society. The first two films were featured 
in the last two Refugee Week festivals, and his latest offering, 
The Shelter, charts a cold winter spent at an emergency 
shelter for homeless migrants in the wealthy city of Lausanne. 
Shelter staff have the daunting task of randomly selecting the 
evening's residents: women and children first, men later if 
there is room. The shelter can hold 100 people, yet only 50 
'chosen ones' will be allowed inside the concrete walls. Those 
that remain outside face a long and lonely night. 

8.30pm Film: (Seven Days in Syria [Syria/USA, 2015; 75 min. 15])
Venue: Broadway Cinema,14-18 Broad St, Nottingham, NG1 3AL 

7 pm: Words Apart: Can we build bridges across language? An event delivered by NCBI 
Nottingham to celebrate Refugee Week. Organised and led by a team of refugees and allies 
this is an opportunity to learn more about issues affecting refugees, including the impact of 
language.  
Venue: International Community Centre, 61b Mansfield Road, Nottingham NG1 3FN. 
Booking Essential! 
Contact: ncbinotts@ncbi.org.uk or Phone/Text 0790 5298 137.

Newsweek Middle East editor, Janine di Giovanni, submitted a proposal to cover the war 
in Syria. The magazine denied the request, deeming the situation too dangerous. She 
decided to go anyway. The conditions are extreme with constant shelling and 
bombardment, threat of sniper fire, and kidnappings. Only two weeks before the trip her 
friend, James Foley, was taken by three armed men. A few weeks after the trip, Steven 
Sotloff, who she speaks with while in Aleppo, is also captured. Journalists are targets, and 
that much Janine knows. Yet, she and her crew put themselves in harm's way to bear 
witness and make sure the world knows about the suffering of the Syrian people. Along the 
way Janine meets a carpenter-turned-baker, a man considered to be a hero of Aleppo. His 
life is threatened daily by opposition forces, but he still makes bread to keep his neighbours 
alive. Then there's Waad, a Syrian woman who was studying economics until the university 
was bombed. 



Thursday, 23 June
10am-3pm RefuTea: A Simple Act of Kindness. 
Come Taste the World at our REFUTEA
Venue: Nottingham Women’s Centre, 
30 Chaucer Street, Nottingham, NG1 5LP 
Women only Event - Delicious food made 
by the Women’s Cultural Exchange Group.

Letter to the King portrays five Kurdish people on a day 
trip from a refugee camp to Oslo, a welcome change in 
an otherwise monotonous life. But we soon realize that 
each and every one of them has an agenda for their 
trip. All five will make decisive choices on this day, as 
they discover happiness, humiliation, love or fulfill a 
long-awaited revenge. The five stories are tied 
together by a letter, written by eighty-three year old 
Mirza. Mirza wants to hand over the letter to the King 
personally, explaining his situation as a refugee and 
how he’d like to go home for the funeral rites of his 
family members who died when his village of birth was 
ransacked.

1967: The Six Day War. The world is alive with 
change: brimming with reawakened energy, new 
styles, music and an infectious sense of hope. In 
Jordan, a different kind of change is underway as 
tens of thousands of refugees pour across the 
border from Palestine. Having been separated from 
his father in the chaos of war, Tarek, 11, and his 
mother Ghaydaa, are amongst this latest wave of 
refugees. Placed in "temporary" refugee camps 
made up of tents and prefab houses until they would 
be able to return, they wait, like the generation 
before them who arrived in 1948. With difficulties 
adjusting to life in Harir camp and a longing to be 
reunited with his father, Tarek searches a way out, 
and discovers a new hope emerging with the times. 
Eventually his free spirit and curious nature lead him 
to a group of people on a journey that will change 
their lives. When I Saw You is the story of people 
affected by the times around them, in search of 
something more in their lives. 

Newsweek Middle East editor, Janine di Giovanni, submitted a proposal to cover the war 
in Syria. The magazine denied the request, deeming the situation too dangerous. She 
decided to go anyway. The conditions are extreme with constant shelling and 
bombardment, threat of sniper fire, and kidnappings. Only two weeks before the trip her 
friend, James Foley, was taken by three armed men. A few weeks after the trip, Steven 
Sotloff, who she speaks with while in Aleppo, is also captured. Journalists are targets, and 
that much Janine knows. Yet, she and her crew put themselves in harm's way to bear 
witness and make sure the world knows about the suffering of the Syrian people. Along the 
way Janine meets a carpenter-turned-baker, a man considered to be a hero of Aleppo. His 
life is threatened daily by opposition forces, but he still makes bread to keep his neighbours 
alive. Then there's Waad, a Syrian woman who was studying economics until the university 
was bombed. 

6.30pm.Film: (When I Saw You [Palestine, 2012, 98 min; 15])
Venue: Central Library, Angel Row, Nottingham, NG1 6HP

8.30pm. Film: (Letter to the King [2014, Norway/UAE; 75 min; 12+])
Venue: Broadway Cinema,14-18 Broad St, 
             Nottingham, NG1 3AL 



Saturday, 25 June
8-11pm: Music: World Music Night + Benefit for refugee charities. 
Venue: Nottingham Contemporary, Weekday Cross, Nottingham, NG1 2GB 
Join Cultural Vibrations at Nottingham Contemporary to celebrate the wonderful diversity 
of live music in Nottingham. Featuring a bass solo from Legendary Ites bassist Lenroy 
'Bassie' Guiste, Edgy blues acoustic from Emily Franklin, the powerful tones of Gambian 
singer Amie Cherry, Louis Scott performing in his captivating soul style, and from the 
University of Nottingham, World Fusion Ensemble who blend music styles from all over the 
world to create their unique sound funk and flamenco, Carnatic and Celtic, soul and samba 
plus much more.Deejay Hemulen Soundz will be spinning world music tunes on the vinyl 
decks. Hosted by Rastarella. Event suitable for all but under 18's must vacate by 10pm.

Letter to the King portrays five Kurdish people on a day 
trip from a refugee camp to Oslo, a welcome change in 
an otherwise monotonous life. But we soon realize that 
each and every one of them has an agenda for their 
trip. All five will make decisive choices on this day, as 
they discover happiness, humiliation, love or fulfill a 
long-awaited revenge. The five stories are tied 
together by a letter, written by eighty-three year old 
Mirza. Mirza wants to hand over the letter to the King 
personally, explaining his situation as a refugee and 
how he’d like to go home for the funeral rites of his 
family members who died when his village of birth was 
ransacked.

Monday, 27 June
6pm: Public Meeting: Morton Hall Detainee Visitors’ group / Film: Hidden Stories / Food and 
music. 
Venue: NNRF, The Sycamore Centre, 33 Hungerhill Rd, Nottingham, NG3 4NB
The Morton Hall Detainee Visitors Group will be screening Hidden Stories. The film is collated 
testimonies from volunteer visitors, and former detainees who were supported, over the last 20 
years. In their own words, they tell of their experiences of visiting and being visited and the 
impact it had on them and their communities, as well as on attitudes to detention. It is the first 
such study to use visitors' own voices, giving unprecedented insight into the work of volunteer 
visitor groups.  

From 2nd to 30th of June: Art Exhibition: 'The Stateless Present'. 
Venue: First Floor, Central Library, Address: Angel Row, Nottingham, NG1 6HP
This exhibition will reflect on the notion of seeking refugee status, and on statelessness, both 
in the present and in the past. It uses documentary, portraiture, archive material, videos and 
still objects to tell of individuals, states and the treatment of refugees over time. The stories 
demonstrate courage and resistance and a commitment to build a positive future.  The artists 
featured will be Alican Erkol, Jasim Ghafur, Jagdish Patel, and Anna Wels.

The Queens of Syria

Friday, 24 June
7-9pm: Film & Round Table: Queens of 
Syria [2014; Jordan, UAE/UK; 70min 12+]) 
Admission free but book places through 
Box Office: 0115 924 8630.
Venue: New Art Exchange, Gregory 
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 6BE. 
Fifty women from Syria, all forced into 
exile in Jordan, came together in Autumn 
2013 to create and perform their own 
version of The Trojan Women, the 
timeless Ancient Greek tragedy about the 
plight of women in war. Following the film 
will be a panel discussion featuring two 
speakers from Syria in addition to Dr 
Agnes Woolley from Royal Holloway 
College, University of London, and 
Emeritus Professor Roger Bromley from 
the University of Nottingham.



Throughout the week, TRCH will be showing a 
brand new Film, Grant Me Safety (director; Matt 
Milne), which is about life in the camp/s in 
Calais. The producer of the film, Alice Wright 
works at TRCH and this is a world premiere. The 
film will be shown in the John Carroll Suite.
Admission is free but with a recommended 
donation of £5 (min). All donations will go to 
refugee charities. Booking through the TRCH 
Box Office. 

REFUGEE WEEK, NOTTINGHAM is supported by the Nottingham and 
Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum, Tuntum Housing Association, the British Red 
Cross, Broadway Cinema, Cultural Vibrations, Five Leaves Bookshop, Himmah, 
New Art Exchange, Nottingham Contemporary, Nottingham Playhouse, 
Nottingham Library Services, the Theatre Royal and Concert Hall and Small 
Green Shoots. 

‘Heimatlos’ is a state of being without any 
homeland, often civilians who have been 
denationalised, dislocated and displaced. 
The 1951 Convention relating to the Status 
of Refugees was established in the 
aftermath of the Second World War when 
refugees and displaced persons was high on 
the international agenda. In this exhibition 
four artists reflect on past and current issues 
facing refugees in the UK.

June - 2nd to 30th
Art Exhibition: 'The Stateless Present'. 
Venue: First Floor, Central Library

Refugee Week @ TRCH
Mon 20: 6pm / Tue 21: 2.30pm / Wed 22: 6pm / Thu 23: 6pm / Fri 24: 2.30pm 
Film: (Grant Me Safety [Director; Matt Milne - 80 min])
Venue: Theatre Royal and Concert Hall (TRCH), Theatre Square, Nottingham, NG1 5ND

Further information on the Refugee Week Festival can be found at:
W: www.nottinghambeyondborders.com      E: nottsbeyondborders@gmail.com  
Follow us Twitter @NottsBeBo  and Facebook/Nottingham-Beyond-Borders
Assistance will be offered with public transport costs for all events for those 
individuals and families in need (up to 5 people: 2 adults, plus three children, 
or 1 adult and 4 children). Please ask at each venue for details.

SCHOOLS: Anti-Migration Stigma sessions in primary schools throughout the week (Red Cross).




